
TBS Z-01
Plain Jane’s Thrift Store
INSTRUCTIONS

Congratulations on your purchase of a TownBuilder System kit!
We hope you enjoy assembling Plain Jane’s Thrift Store, first in a 
series of Z Scale classic American downtown structures. Before 
getting started, please ensure that all of the kit’s components are 
present. The package should contain:

• 6 cast resin parts (4 walls, 1 window display and 1 chimney)
• 1 sheet of window parts
• 1 sheet of window glazing
• 1 roof part
• 1 floor part
• 1 sheet of window blinds
• 1 sheet of mannequins
• 1 sheet of sign decals
• 1 black pin
• 1 LED with adapter ring

If any of these parts is missing,
please see the contact information
at the end of the instructions to
obtain a replacement.

To assemble this kit, you’ll need the following tools and supplies:

• sharp modeling knife
• steel straightedge
• tweezers
• cutting mat
• small needle-nose pliers
• small metal square or square alignment block
• medium and fine grit sandpaper or sanding sheets
• thick cyanoacrylate (CA) glue, such as “Krazy Glue”
• various paints, brushes and colored markers of your choosing

The main structure assembly is 
ready for painting. Although you 
can use any type and color of 
paints you prefer, we recommend 
leaving the walls their natural 
brick color and simply applying a 
mortar effect. This can be 
accomplished by brushing on a 
thin coat of off-white acrylic 
craft paint; be sure to work the 
paint into all of the mortar lines 
(top right). Allow the paint to 
completely dry. (Yes!) Then, 
moisten a paper towel with 
ordinary rubbing alcohol, and 
wipe the excess paint off of the 
brick faces (center right). To 
avoid removing too much paint, 
wipe only in an up and down 
direction, and not side-to-side.

It will take a little extra work to 
remove the excess paint from 
around the decorative stonework 
on the front of the building, as 
well as the electric meter and the 
downspouts on the back; a cotton 
swab or some paper towel 
wrapped around a toothpick can 
help with these areas. Don’t 
forget to do the chimney as well.
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Begin by familiarizing 
yourself with all of the kit 
parts. Using a sharp knife, 
remove all of the flash from 
the outside edges and inside 
the window openings of the 
cast resin parts (right).

Next, lightly sand the edges of the side and back wall parts where 
they join together to ensure they are clean and true. This is best 
accomplished by taping the sanding sheet to a smooth work surface, 
and holding the parts perpendicular to the sanding sheet (below).

Important: Do not sand the edges that have brickwork texture; these 
edges show.

Apply a very thin bead of thick 
CA along the edge of one side 
wall and, using a small metal 
square or square alignment block, 
connect the side wall to the front 
wall, ensuring the brick surfaces 
are flush; hold them in alignment 
until the CA sets (below). Repeat 
this procedure to bond the back 

wall to the side wall. Finally, bond the other side wall to the front and 
back walls. The orientation of the walls is shown above right.

FRONT WALL

BACK WALL

When the mortar effect is finished, apply a neutral color, such as pale 
grey, to the wall caps, accent stones, and window cornices and sills, 
using a 5/0 or 10/0 brush. Also use this color to paint the inside tops 
of the walls above the roof. Finally, apply appropriate accent colors 
to the electric meter and wire, as well as the scuppers and down-
spouts; the photo of the finished building (above right) offers some 
ideas on colors you can use.



This completes the assembly of Plain Jane’s Thrift Store.
We sincerely hope you’ve enjoyed building it. Who are “we”?  
TownBuilder System is a collaborative project brought to you by 
Stonebridge Models and NZT Products. Together we’ve worked to 
ensure this kit is of the highest possible quality. If you have questions 
or suggestions to improve the product, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with us. We value your feedback!

In the event that you require replacement parts, please contact 
Stonebridge Models.
 

1325 Ramada Ave.
Medford, OR 97504
www.stonebridgemodels.com
contact@stonebridgemodels.com
 

25 Rose Court
Toms River, NJ 08753
www.nztproducts.com
david@nztproducts.com
 

Kit design and all associated content are Copyright © 2011 
Stonebridge Models and NZT Products. All Rights Reserved.

Quality products for discriminating
modelers working in the small scales

®

We suggest using some bright-colored sharp markers to “dress” the 
mannequins of your choice (fashion or sports). Test-fit them in the 
window display part, trim the bases as needed, then peel the 
protective sheets off the backs and, using a tweezers, place them in 
the desired arrangement in the window display (above).

Before removing them from the sheet, paint the windows. We 
recommend spraying them with a light-colored spray paint to achieve 
an even finish. Or, you can leave them their natural ivory color.

Finally, install the floor 
part; this may require 
sanding or trimming the 
edges. Ensure that the 
notch is oriented behind 
the front doors. Once it 
fits snugly, secure the 
floor in place with some 
CA along the edges. 
Then (optionally) install 
the LED adapter ring 
and LED. The LED 
includes a resistor, so 
it’s ready to wire into 
your accessories supply.

When the windows have 
dried, cut all of the parts 
free from the fret with a 
sharp knife (right), and 
test-fit them in the building 
to be sure the windows can 
all be aligned properly 
with the openings in the 
walls. 

Although it’s unlikely, you 
may need to shave a small 
amount of material off of 
the side edges of some 
window parts for a proper 
fit; do this using a sharp 
knife and a steel straight-
edge on a cutting mat.

Next, peel the protective sheet off the back of each window part, and 
carefully apply the corresponding glazing part over the adhesive, 
ensuring all the edges align (above right). Do the same for the front 
entrance as well. Repeat the test-fit procedure in the building, and 
trim the glazing as needed.

It’s time to install the windows. We recommend rehearsing the 
procedure before using glue so that you’ll know just how to position 
the parts properly for perfect alignment. When you’re ready, apply 
CA to the large blank areas between the windows, and install them in 
the building. Thick CA should not set instantly, so you’ll have a little 
time to make some minor last-minute adjustments. (If you prefer, you 
can use a slower-setting adhesive to install the window parts.)

Test-fit the roof part in the building; it rests on the top edges of the 
window parts. Trim the part if necessary for a good fit. Then paint 
and install it. We recommend simply spraying it flat black. After 
positioning the roof atop the window parts, apply a few small drops 
of CA along the adjoining window edges from inside the building to 
secure it. Then apply a small dab of CA to the bottom of the chimney 
and place it in the desired position on the roof.

We're almost done! The 
window display part must 
now be fit in the building. 
Because of minor variations 
in part thicknesses, the 
window display part was 
made just slightly oversize. 

Using medium sandpaper, 
sand the ends of the part 
until it fits snugly behind 
the main windows, then 
clean up the ends with fine 
sandpaper. Paint the part 
the desired color for the 
window display; we 
recommend spraying it a 
light, neutral color.

Of course, you may have chosen to re-purpose this building, in which 
case you’ll have done something else entirely to decorate the window 
displays. But once they’re done, bond the main entrance doors to the 
opening in the middle, then install the assembly in the front of the 
building.

The kit includes water-slide decals with two business names (two of 
each name, “just in case”). With a sharp knife and steel straightedge 
on a cutting mat, cut the desired sign from the sheet using the corner 
tick marks for alignment. Drop the decal in a small dish of water for 
about a minute; then place the end of the decal in position on the 
front wall, and slide the backing out from under it, using a tweezers 
to coax the decal into final position.

Use a small needle-nose pliers to bend the black pin into the 
gooseneck shape of a door lamp, then gently press-fit the pin into the 
hole over the back door using a twisting motion to help seat it.

Install window blinds as desired. Cut shapes from the sheet of printed 
blinds and carefully glue them behind the windows, using tweezers to 
position them from inside the building (visible below).


